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Meetings of Peace

Although the biblical diviner Balaam noted in his
speech that “there is a people that dwells apart, not
reckoned among the nations” (Numbers 23:9),
throughout history the People of Israel have had to
contend with the other peoples who inhabited Eretz
Israel and its neighboring lands. In many instances, this
entailed violent clashes, war and bloodshed. However,
the bible also describes times in which the People of
Israel were able to create ties of peace, friendship and
cooperation with nearby peoples and leaders of foreign
countries, both near and far.

Abraham and Abimelech King of Gerar
And they made a pact in Beer-sheba

“At that time Abimelech and Phicol, chief of his troops,
said to Abraham... swear to me here by God... deal
with me... loyally as | have dealt with you... and
Abraham said | swear it... and they concluded the
pact at Beer-sheba” (Genesis 21:22-32). After
Abraham was ordered by God to leave his homeland
and go to Canaan, he had to fight for his right to reside
there and compete for the resources he needed to live.
Wells were frequently a source of friction and in some
cases a well that Abraham himself had dug in order to
provide water for his flock was taken from him. The
pact that Abraham made with Abimelech in Beer
Sheba was a high point in their cooperation and in the
local peoples’ recognition of Abraham as a partner
with equal rights to Canaan’s resources.

King David and King Hiram of Tyre
And they built a palace for David

“King Hiram of Tyre sent envoys to David with cedar
logs, carpenters, and stonemasons; and they built a
palace for David” (Il Samuel 5:11). Friendly relations
and cooperation were established between David
King of Judea and King Hiram of Tyre, the neighbor to
the north of Eretz Israel, after David was crowned as
king of the Tribes of Israel as well, and moved his
capital city from Hebron to Jerusalem. King Hiram sent
expert laborers and materials to help David build his
palace. The bible emphasizes that thanks to the
recognition he received from King Hiram, “thus David
knew that the Lord had established him as king over
Israel and had exalted his kingship for the sake of His
people lIsrael” (Il Samuel 5:12). The friendship
between Tyre and Israel continued into the days of
King Solomon, David’s son, and the King of Tyre
helped Solomon build the Temple in Jerusalem.
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King Hezekiah and the King of
Babylon’s Envoys

They came from a distant country, from Babylon
“At that time, King Berodach-baladan son of Baladan
of Babylon sent envoys with a letter and a gift to
Hezekiah... Hezekiah heard about them and he
showed them all his treasurehouse - the silver, the
gold, the spices, and the fragrant oil — and his armory,
and everything that was to be found in his
storehouses” (Il Kings 20:12-13). Berodach-Baladan,
also known as Merodach-Baladan, ascended the
throne of faraway Babylon in the late 8th century BCE,
after rising against Sargon Il of Assyria. He wanted to
form pacts with various rulers throughout the ancient
East, and sent envoys to them with letters and gifts.
King Hezekiah of Judea welcomed the Babylonian
king's envoys. He hosted them in his palace,
displaying for them his might and many treasures.
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Although the biblical diviner Balaam noted in his
speech that “there is a people that dwells apart, not
reckoned among the nations” (Numbers 23:9),
throughout history the People of Israel have had to
contend with the other peoples who inhabited Eretz
Israel and its neighboring lands. In many instances,
this entailed violent clashes, war and bloodshed.
However, the bible also describes times in which the
People of Israel were able to create ties of peace,
friendship and cooperation with nearby peoples and
leaders of foreign countries, both near and far.

King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba
And she came to test him with hard questions
“The queen of Sheba heard of Solomon’s fame... She
arrived in Jerusalem with a very large retinue, with
camels bearing spices, a great quantity of gold, and
precious stones” (I Kings 10:1-2). Thus begins the
biblical story of the Queen of Sheba’s magnificent visit
from her faraway land to King Solomon’s palace.
According to researchers, the kingdom of Sheba was
situated in the southern Arabian Peninsula, and its
main source of wealth was based on controlling the
trade routes between the Far East and the Middle East.
King Solomon’s ability to send trade ships to the Red
Sea threatened Sheba’s exclusivity over the southern
trade routes, thus motivating the Queen of Sheba to
visit Jerusalem and formalize relations with the king.

The biblical description of the visit notes that the
Queen of Sheba sought to test King Solomon’s
wisdom, “and she came to test him with hard
questions”. Over the vyears, commentators have
suggested examples of the questions that King
Solomon was asked. This led poet Hayim Nahman
Bialik to write the tale “King Solomon and the Bee”,
which tells of a bee that angered the king because it
stung his nose. When the king agreed to forgive the
bee, it promised to compensate him. Solomon did not
believe that a bee could be of any use to him, but he
was convinced otherwise during the Queen of Sheba’s
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visit to Jerusalem. The queen brought Solomon a large
bouquet of flowers and asked him to identify the lone
real flower that was hidden among many artificial
flowers that were handcrafted by an artist. Thanks to
the bee settling on the real flower, Solomon was able to
answer the question correctly.
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